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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

    Join us as we welcome our newest members to our team!  

Menu: Sandwiches, pizza, wings, snacks, water. 

Please bring a dessert to share 

(Gluten Free options available) 

Make it a SOUPER BOWL OF CARING by  

bringing a can(s) of soup or cash donation for  

area food banks. 
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Adult Faith Formation  
Classes with Pastor Kris and 

Pastor Carrie     
 

Fridays from 9:30 to 
11am  Feb 7, 14, 21, and 28 

 
Sundays from 9:15 to 

10:15am Feb 9, 16, 23, and 
March 2 

 
In 1945 an Egyptian  

peasant unearthed what 
proved to be the Gnostic 

Gospels, the sacred books of 
one of the earliest Christian 
sects. The landmark study 

exploring alternative  
perspectives of early  

Christianity as revealed 
through the Nag Hammadi 

texts that could have shaped 
the religion differently if  
included in the Christian  

canon. Join us for The  
Gnostic Gospels by Elaine 

Pagels. 
  
  

Note:  In addition to these 
gatherings there is an adult 
group that meets on God 
First Wednesdays on the 
first Wednesday of the 
month and also every 

Wednesday of the month. 
God First starts with supper 
(you can join or skip) at 5:30 
with small groups starting at 

6:00-7:30pm.  See more  
detailed info. 

 

Knitters and crocheters:    

We are looking for folks to make baby blankets to share with our families when 
they have a child baptized.  Size around 32” by 32” and gender neutral colors 

like sage, white, yellow, and multi colors and must be soft. We also need a few 
larger ones every year for older children.   

Contact Pastor Kris if you are able to help with this ministry  
of  wrapping our kids in  

Union UCC love! 
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BASKET SOCIAL 2025 

Tickets are on sale.  

After worship services & Online 

 
$5 per sheet (25 tickets) 

$20 for 5 sheets 

 

To purchase online & pay via 

Venmo visit: https://forms.gle/

p5CAcpY3N9jhdubo6 

 

See page 9 for donation needs.   

 

UNION UCC NIGHT WITH THE PHANTOMS 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22ND 
7:05PM 

(DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM) 
Tickets: $27.00 each 

ORDERS can be mailed or dropped at the church office or in 
the offering plate but MUST be in an envelope marked  

Phantoms Tickets. 

TO ORDER TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT  
STEVE KAREHA. 

717-514-8881 or s.kareha@gmail.com 

Cash, Check, or Venmo 

(Make checks payable to Steve Kareha) 

Bring your friends and family! 

Presented by Union UCC Men’s Group 

Feb. 2 Boy Scouts 

Feb. 9 Souperbowl Tailgate Lunch 

Feb. 16 Confirmation Class 

Feb. 23 Fellowship Committee 

https://forms.gle/p5CAcpY3N9jhdubo6
https://forms.gle/p5CAcpY3N9jhdubo6
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Monday, January 20, 2025, Consistory Actions: 

      These notes reflect items that needed action and approval by Consistory. 
Standing and routine items are reported by Committees and Staff through-
out the newsletter.  A complete copy of the Consistory minutes can be 
found in the church office. 

 Requested approvals for funds from FOLG from:  

 Property for elevator maintenance, gutter cleaning & slate repair,  
miscellaneous property repairs & maintenance and for the balance of the 
cost of replacing old windows in Room 100 and the Nursery.   

Christian Ed for Christian Enrichment for Women's Retreat and events 

Mission for Union UCC to be a sponsor for the upcoming Family Promise 
Homecoming Event 

 FLT for Golden Times and special mailings 

Worship for guest preachers & worship music guests 

 Marketing for upcoming marketing purposes 

Request from Church and Ministry for Pastor Kayli's vacation from 2/17/25 - 
2/23/25 & 5/5/25 - 5/12/25 

 All of the above requests were approved unanimously. 

From the Mission Committee 

 

From the Allentown Rescue Mission 
 
       On behalf of all our guests here at the Allentown Rescue Mission, I want to thank you for your recent donation of hats, 
gloves, shirts, and underwear.  As the air grows cold, the changing season reminds me of the ongoing transformations in the 
lives of the men we serve. 
       Your generous gift has played a crucial role in the process of helping to meet the urgent need of our weary neighbors and 
to provide comfort and care to all of our guests.  Every gift makes a significant impact, and we are deeply thankful. 
      Ben F., one of our guests, writes “If I hadn’t come to the Allentown Rescue Mission, I would be living in my truck or on the 
streets with no plans, goals, or direction.  I am thankful for their help because I am back on my feet and walking a new path 
with God in my life” 
 
From Lehigh Conference of Churches 
 
     Thank you for your decent donation to LCC to support our neighbors in need.  For over 70 years, we have brought  
together area faith organizations to respond to the needs of the most vulnerable while building partnerships and fostering 
unity. With you, we carry out the work of God well beyond our collective walls, providing housing, hope and healing to those 
who need it the most.   This most generous gift allows us to continue our work with more than 14,000 individuals and  
families in the Lehigh Valley living in poverty.  
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Join us for God 

First on  

February 5th 

at 5:30pm. 
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February 2025 Edition 
Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

Confirmation Retreat 2024 

Date: February 15, 2025 

Time: 10am-3:30pm 

Where: Church 

Theme: Viewing Faith Through a Secular Lens 

All Youth (9th thru 12th grade) are invited to help Pastor 

Kayli and the confirmation teaching team lead the  

confirmation winter retreat! You’ll be fed during the time of 

fun and learning.  

Sign up here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54331333-confirmation 

Sign up to participate here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth 

Open Sunday School 

Youth (8th thru 12th grades) are invited to a 

time to hang out and enjoy time together 

Upcoming Dates: February 9, February 23, 
March 9, March 23, April 6, April 20, May 18 

9:15am—10:15am  

Youth Room 

High School Happy Hour 

A gathering for youth (9th thru 12th grade)! 

Join us 2 times a month where we laugh, 

grow in faith, and solve all the world’s  

problems.  

11:30am-12:30pm 

Youth Room  

Upcoming dates: February 2, February 16, 

March 2, March 30, April 13, April 27, May 

18 
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https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54331333-confirmation
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54331333-confirmation
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth
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Blanket Sunday  
   
       Blanket Sunday at Union UCC is usually held around Valentine’s Day, to spread our Love, and God’s Love to the 
World..  Once again, this year we will celebrate Blanket Sunday all of February.   
 
        Donations of cash or check may be made through the special envelope included with this newsletter, marked 
“Blanket Sunday“  and “Souper Bowl Sunday “  Please mark your donations accordingly and mail to the church, or drop 
in the collection plate on Sundays.   E-Gifts may also be made, please designate “Blanket Sunday“. Blankets cost $10 
each, you may support one blanket, or many blankets, all up to you. 
 
      You’re changing lives around the World !!  Through your support of the Church World Services Blankets Program, 
you are helping people faced with difficult challenges, whether due to a natural disaster or another sort of emergency.   
       Please support this important annual mission project, our yearly goal is to collect over $2,000.    
 
Thank you, the Mission Committee 
 
 
Souper Bowl Sunday - Feb 9, 2025 
 
        The Super Bowl is back, which team will be playing this year for a big trophy?  So will our annual SOUPER Bowl col-
lection of canned soup and cash donations.  YOU can help TACKLE HUNGER and help feed local families. 
 
        Canned soup may be dropped off in the foyer every Sunday during February.  All soup donations will be provided to 
the Northern Lehigh Food Bank. 
 
        Cash donations may be made through the special envelope in this newsletter, marked “Souper Bowl Sunday” and “ 
Blanket Sunday “   Please mark your donations accordingly and mail to the church, or drop in the collection plates.   
E-Gifts may also be made, please designate “Souper Bowl“.  Cash donations will support the mission of Lehigh  
Conference of Churches in Allentown. 
 
     Thank you for fighting hunger and being on the winning SOUPer Bowl team.  
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The Fellowship Committee of Union UCC is having their annual 25th Anniversary Basket Social on 
Saturday and Sunday, March 29 and 30, 2025.  We would appreciate your consideration in  
donating a theme basket, gift card or whatever you deem appropriate to help sponsor this event.  

Shopping not your thing? See a member of Fellowship to financially support the event.  

Baking  
Bath & Body 
Car Care 
Chocolate 
Coffee Lovers 
Craft Night for Kids 
Day at the Pool 

Game Night 
Gardener 
Golf Lovers Holiday 
Theme 
Italian Dinner 
Lottery 
Movie 

Mystery Box 
Pet Care 
Relaxation 
Spa Day 
Tea Time Lovers 
Your idea!  

Basket Suggestions 

Reach out to Debbie Romig dromig180@gmail.com or Maria Beltz wesmar92@verizon.net   if 
you need an empty basket,  we have plenty of sizes at the church. 

Thank you and stay tuned for more information 
in the next Union UCC newsletter. 

mailto:dromig180@gmail.com
mailto:wesmar92@verizon.net
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 Our staff and students are so happy to be back in 
school! We were fortunate to have a nice long winter 
break, and after the action-packed beginning of the 

school year, it was timed just right! In December, we had a wonderful time  
celebrating the holidays together in preschool. We welcomed over 150 students, 
parents, family members, and guests for our annual Family Christmas party! Santa 
brought each student and their siblings a gift and graciously took photos with each 
child or family. We ate delicious Christmas cookies baked by the commercial baking  
students at LCTI, and drank hot chocolate to help keep us warm! We played games, made 
ornaments, and mixed up some reindeer food for Christmas Eve! The Grove looked  
beautiful and we were all very happy to celebrate together, even though it was so cold! I 
want to extend a huge thank you to our board members for their help in serving all of 
those hungry, chilly guests. As is one of our favorite traditions here at Neffs Preschool, the 
Four Year Old Preschool class tried their hand at rolling and decorating their own  
Christmas cookies! The students have been practicing with playdough all year and have become quite the little 
bakers! The cookies turned out SO well! I have to give most of the actual baking credit where it’s due… we had 

some wonderful family members who came to help us make sure the cookies were 
able to be sent home with the students. We appreciate you!  
Along with our holiday festivities, we also focused on one of our favorite themes:  
Dinosaurs! One of the highlights of the month was digging for dinosaur bones! Miss 
Broadhead created salt dough ‘bones’ and hid them in our sand table for the  
students to find! The classes learned about the many types of dinosaurs and  

created tons of great artwork around the research they did as well!  
It is hard to believe that we are halfway through our school year already, it 
seems to be flying by extra quickly this year! From this point on we are packed 
with activity after activity right through May. We have jumped right into  
learning about our new theme Space and Sky! We are looking forward to  
observing the changing weather, analyzing clouds, discovering what we can see 
during the day versus at night, and exploring the sun, moon, and planets!  
Looking ahead, we will start to focus on our annual Art Show. The students 
have been working on so many great projects all year! We are excited to share 
all of that hard work. We will be incorporating a basket raffle and art raffle with 

the event. If anyone would like to donate a basket or art piece we would be grateful! 
We would like to have all submissions by February 20th. Please feel free to contact 
me, a preschool teacher, or one of our board members for information. Thank you!  
 
We will be opening registration for the 2025-2026 school year for new families on  
February 3rd, 2025. Please feel free to contact me, Rebekah Millroy- Director,  
at 610-767-5327 or Preschool@unionucc.org  
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Thank you Union UCC from our Pastors and Staff! 
 

Just wanted to say thank you for the generous Christmas gift. I’m in my 8th year as custodian of this church and I love every  
minute of it. I wish you all a very Happy New Year!  -Ori Handwerk, Custodian 
 

It has been an honor and privilege to serve the staff and congregation of Neffs Church. I have met so many friendly people and I 
will be forever grateful for the opportunity not only to work here but for all of your generosity, support, and kindness!  
-Shelly Handwerk, Custodian 
 

I want to thank you for your amazingly generous gift this Christmas season. It is never expected, but always appreciated. 
It has been my pleasure to be your associate pastor for the past 7 years (CAN WE BELIEVE IT!). I love that I get to journey with 
not only our youth, but our congregation as a whole, through this thing we call life. I can’t wait to see where the future takes us, 
and to spend many more years being with the folks here. -Pastor Kayli Freeman, Associate Pastor 
 

I love working with Blake and the choir and I treasure the friendships and fellowship that have been created through our work 
together. Thank you for creating such a wonderful community that appreciates the music and the people who make it.  
-Matt Gerry, Assistant Music Director 
 

You support the pastors and staff in so many ways, thank you! Thank you for your generous Christmas gift which affirms our 
partnership as God’s people and God’s church. I am starting my 29th year as one of your pastors. It’s been great growing young 
together! -Pastor Kris Snyder, Senior Pastor 
 

I truly appreciate the congregation’s kindness and feel beyond blessed to be part of this amazing church family. My sister Ryleigh 
and I unlock the building, prepare it for worship, set up coffee hour, and mangage the live stream. What I love most about this 
job is the conversations and connections I get to have with church members! -Hannah Minnich, Sunday Set Up 
 

I handle all of the financial transactions, record keeping, banking and paying of bills. This is my 15th year doing this and I still love 
it. The people I work with and members of the congregation are always such a pleasure to see and chat with. Thank you for your 
generous gift at Christmas. It sincerely touched my heart.   -Barbara Carinci, Financial Manger 
 

I want to express my heartfelt gratitude for the generous Christmas gift. I get the opportunity to guide the children in their  
spiritual growth. It gives me joy to see the children excited to learn about God and their willingness to share their thoughts and 
feelings about the things they learn. -Tiffany Lakatosh, Faith Formation Minister 
 

Thank you so much for your generous Christmas gift. I am deeply grateful. I have the privilege of creating the weekly bulletin, 
announcements, and newsletters, as well as other various tasks to keep everything running smoothly. Your thoughtfulness 
means the world to me and makes my work even more fulfilling. -Marissa Haney, Office Administrator 
 

Thank you so much for this very generous gift! I organize musical performances at larger holidays including Christmas, Easter, 
Veterans Day, and Memorial Day. My favorite parts about this job are seeing the ensemble’s ability to work together as a team 
and seeing the progress throughout the rehearsals and performances. -Mitchell Roth, Instrumental Director 
 

With the busyness of the holiday season, it's sometimes difficult to get into the Christmas spirit. I sincerely feel that the tastefully 
decorated and beautifully illuminated sanctuary, the well-rehearsed choirs jubilantly singing from the choir loft, the soloists who 
willingly gave of their time and talent, the traditional carols sung with organ and brass, and the candlelit singing of Silent Night 
ushered in the spirit of Christmas. I was honored to celebrate the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ with each of you. Thank you 
again for your support and encouragement through this Advent season and for your Christmas gift. -Blake Hoppes, Minister of 
Music 
 

Thank you for the generous Christmas gift you gave. I really appreciated it. At church , I'm responsible for opening and closing 
the church, setting up coffee hour, run the PowerPoint and the live stream on Facebook. -Ryleigh Minnich, Sunday Set up 
 

Thank You for thinking of me at Christmas. I love that my first job also allows me to serve at my Church!-Claire Puia, Sunday Set 
up 
 

Thank you so much for the generous Christmas gift dear congregation of Union! I am blessed to be a part of this ministry team 
and look forward to the support I can continue to provide. I am the Pastor of Visitation, offering visits during illness and recovery 
and to our visitation folks as well as providing grief support groups, preaching, teaching and leading support teams…and  
whatever else comes up! -Pastor Carrie Beleno, Pastor of Vistation 
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New Members from Pastor Kris              

      New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a  

variety of interests, passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a 

long time and are still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us  

formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away this is your place.   

       In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this  

conversation.   

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form (attached or use the 

link) and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can 

then welcome you as a new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 

chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love 

to serve God here. 
                 

  Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, February 16th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall 

where coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, Febrauary 23rd at 8am or 

10:30am worship.  We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some 

more information about us, and ask your questions.  

                 

To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/

viewform  Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

                 

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 

Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me 

anytime.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.  

 

Richard “Dick” Bingell passed on January 19, 2025. Services were 

held on January 24, 2025. 

 

Donations in memory of Grace E. Schneck were made by: Karen Semonis, Arthur 

& Susan Schneck, Dorothy Best, Cindy & Michael Best, Paula & Eric Best, Dorothy 

Hottle, John & Nancy Remaley, Gerald Helfrich, RTI Wealth Management LLC 

 
 

 
Attention all Scouts! 

We would love to include you in  
worship and recognize your work as 
a Scout. You can part of any troop 

in order to participate in Scout  
Sundays this year. Mark your  

calendars and let Pastor Kris know 
if you are interested. 

 

Feburary 2nd Boy Scout Sunday 
March 9th Girl Scout Sunday 



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday,  
March 30, 2025 and May 18, 2025.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign 
up by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administra-
tor@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2024 -$4,682.00 $29,197.00 $24,515.00 

Income $296,340.00 $50,644.00 $346,984.00 

Expenses $242,240.00 $49,692.00 $291,932.00 

12-31-2024 $49,418.00 $30,149.00 $79,567.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

