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INSIDE THIS ISSUE: 

We celebrated our members of 40 or more years, now it’s time to celebrate you! You’ve been a member at  
Union UCC for 20-39 years! 

We’d like to celebrate you and give God thanks for your faithful service.  

Join us in worship on March 30th at 8am or 10:30am. 
 

Let a pastor know if you’d like to be part of a video interview to share 

your faith story during the month of March. 
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From the Mission Committee 
 
 
Thank you for supporting the 
Christmas Mission Offering in 

December.  $1,300 was  
provided to Phoebe  

Ministries and $1,300 was  
provided for Disaster Relief 

through PNEC. 
 

Thank you to the Funds of 
Lasting Gifts endowment fund 
for providing support to the 

following missions. 
$3,000 to Family Promise to 

sponsor their March  
Homecoming event, from the 

non-designated fund. 
$1,000 to World Central  

Kitchen and $1,000 to the  
California Wildfire Relief fund, 

from the Mattern  
Humanitarian Fund. 

 
A $400 donation from the  

Mission Discretionary Fund 
has been provided to Emily 

Steward, a resident of Neffs, 
and three other local nurs-

es.  The four of them will be 
traveling to Malawi, Africa on 

a Medical mission trip this 
March.  Our donation will  
provide for them to take  
medical supplies along to  

Africa. 
 

Union UCC continues to 
Spread God’s Love to the 

World. 
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Adult Faith Formation  
Classes with Pastor Kris and 

Pastor Carrie     
 

Fridays from 9:30 to 11am   
March 7, 14, 21, 28  

April 4, 11  
(No Class April 18)  

 
Sunday from 9:15- 10:15am  

March 9, 16, 23, 30  
April 6, 13  

(No Class April 20)  
 

The Final Days  
by Matt Rawle  

 
The four New Testament 
Gospels aren’t the same  
story, but they offer the 
same Resurrection hope. 

Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
John devote most of their 
story detailing Jesus’ last 

week in Jerusalem, all  
highlighting Jesus’  

triumphant entry into the 
city, the suffering and  

humiliation of the cross, and 
the empty tomb come  

Sunday morning, but the 
stories they tell aren’t quite 

the same.   
  

Note:  In addition to these 
gatherings there is an adult 
group that meets on God 
First Wednesdays on the 
first Wednesday of the 
month and also every 

Wednesday of the month. 
God First starts with supper 
(you can join or skip) at 5:30 
with small groups starting at 

6:00-7:30pm.  See more  
detailed info. 

 

Knitters and crocheters:    

We are looking for folks to make baby blankets to share with our families when 
they have a child baptized.  Size around 32” by 32” and gender neutral colors 

like sage, white, yellow, and multi colors and must be soft. We also need a few 
larger ones every year for older children.   

Contact Pastor Kris if you are able to help with this ministry  
of  wrapping our kids in  

Union UCC love! 
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UNION UCC NIGHT WITH THE PHANTOMS 

SATURDAY, MARCH 22ND 
7:05PM 

(DOORS OPEN AT 6:00PM) 
Tickets: $27.00 each 

ORDERS can be mailed or dropped at the church office or in 
the offering plate but MUST be in an envelope marked  

Phantoms Tickets. 

TO ORDER TICKETS OR FOR MORE INFO PLEASE CONTACT  
STEVE KAREHA. 

717-514-8881 or s.kareha@gmail.com 

Cash, Check, or Venmo 

(Make checks payable to Steve Kareha) 

Bring your friends and family! 

Presented by Union UCC Men’s Group 

Feb. 2 Boy Scouts 

Feb. 9 Souperbowl Tailgate Lunch 

Feb. 16 Confirmation Class 

Feb. 23 Fellowship Committee 



PAGE 5 

Monday, February 17, 2025, Consistory Actions: 
 
This item was approved by email vote since the last Consistory 
meeting on January 20, 2025: 
 
• Request to FOLG from the Mattern Humanitarian Fund for 

funds for the UCC California Wildfire Relief Fund and for 
World Central Kitchen 

 
These notes reflect items that needed action and approval 
by Consistory. Standing and routine items are reported by  
Committees and Staff throughout the newsletter. A complete 
copy of the Consistory minutes can be found in the church 
office.  
 
A slate of Consistory officers was nominated and elected as  
follows: 
President - Eric Minnich, Vice President - Ron Pope,  
Secretary - Janice Metzger,  Treasurer - Marianne Kitzmiller.   

Easter Mission Offerings 
 
       This year, the Easter Mission Offerings will be divided between The Chemo Bag and World Central Kitchen. Please  
support these two mission organizations by using the Easter Mission Offering envelope in your envelope packet, or blank 
envelope marked - Easter Mission, or online through the e-giving program.  Thank you, The Mission Committee. 
 
 
The Chemo Bag 
      Their Mission Statement - The CHEMO Bag, Inc, in partnership with the generosity of our community, corporate sponsors 
and volunteers is committed to providing care bags filled with items to provide comfort to men and women in the Lehigh  
Valley and surround areas undergoing chemotherapy treatments.  CHEMO - Caring, Helping, Encouraging, Motivating, 
 Others. 
      A few years ago, Union UCC held a successful packing session for The Chemo Bag, we are pleased to support their  
amazing mission to bring love and hope to many. 
 
 
World Central Kitchen 
     In 2010, Chef Jose Andres, founded World Central Kitchen to feed people around the world after a disaster.  Quote - 
"When you need medical service, you bring doctors and nurses.  When you need the rebuilding of infrastructure, your bring 
in engineers and architects.  And if you have to feed large groups of people, you need professional chefs" 
     WCK is first to the front lines, providing fresh meals in response to humanitarian, climate, and community crises.   
Recently, they were providing meals to families and first responders on day one of the California fires, and continued for 
weeks after.   They have also set up shop with many chefs around the world, serving meals in North Carolina, Australia, Haiti, 
Puerto Rico, Gaza, and more.  In 2024, WCK provided help to families in 20 countries, providing over 109 million meals.  
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EASTER EGG HUNT 2025  

Join us on April 12, 2025 (rain date April 13) for our  

annual Easter Egg Hunt 

All kiddos from infant thru age 10 are welcomed to  

participate 

Please pre-register your children via the Google Form: 

https://forms.gle/RHyCRckvL6APDHtr5 

  OR the registration form in your weekly bulletins 

Please register no later than April 6, 2025 

*REGISTRATION REQUIRED* 

Easter Egg Hunt Donations!  

Fellowship Committee can’t do the egg hunt  

without your help. 

Please consider donating pre-wrapped candy to be 

put in plastic eggs. 

NO PLASTIC EGG DONATIONS PLEASE!!  

All donations needed by Sunday, April 6, 2025 

https://forms.gle/RHyCRckvL6APDHtr5
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Calling All 1st Graders  

(or 2nd thru 7th graders who haven’t participated yet) 

You are invited to join Ms. Tiffany and Pastor Kayli for our First 
Communion Class! 

Saturday April 12, 2025 

11:30am-12:30pm 

We will gather in the Sanctuary 

Please use the Google Form to register 

RSVP no later than April 10, 2025 

Sign Up Here: https://forms.gle/Gc77xdW798Vd64h59 

Families and children are encourage to partake in their first 
communion at our Maundy Thursday worship opportunity. If 

you have questions please contact Ms. Tiffany 
(dired@unionucc.org) or Pastor Kayli 

(pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

https://forms.gle/Gc77xdW798Vd64h59
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No Children’s 
Church on March 

16th. 

No Sunday School 
or Children’s 

Church on April 
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iBelong 

Everyone Has a Home Here 
 

Youth Sunday is a chance for all youth to be celebrated 
and have a Sunday worship time dedicated to them! 

High School seniors are encouraged to preach the  

message that day and all other youth encouraged to 
participate!  

 You can sing/play and instrument 

 Read scripture 

 Lead liturgy 

 Collect offering… 

You name it, you can do it!  

Sign up here:  https://www.signupgenius.com/

go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth#/ 

March 2025 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

Holy Grounds Coffee Hour!  

Youth are asked to  bring goodies and host coffee 
hour on  

March 16, 2025 

Sport your Youth Group Shirt and hang out with your 
church family 

Sign up for coffee hour here: https://

www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-

CONFIRMATION WINTER  

RETREAT 2025 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54370741-youth#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-youth2#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-youth2#/
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Join us for our 25th Anniversary  

Basket Social. This event is spread out across two days...more  

opportunities to win! Lots of variety, 50/50 drawing and Bake Sale all to 

benefit the mission and ministry of Union United Church of Christ. 

March 29, 2025 (9am-3pm) 

March 30, 2025 (12pm-2pm) 

 

Tickets can be purchased in-person after worship or online via Venmo: https://forms.gle/

R6Yq52sGeNK6wnbr8  

(please add $1 for fees) 

$5 per sheet 

$20 for 5 sheets 

Day(s) of Event are Cash Only 

Questions? Contact Debbie Romig dromig180@gmail.com 

Or Maria Beltz wesmar92@verizon.net 

Friends! Our 25th Anniversary Basket Social is looking for the yummiest of baked goods to sell 
to those folks hopeful to win! 

 

For baked goods we need: Single Serve items (cookies, brownies, bars, cupcakes, etc..) please 
no full cakes or pies 

 

Individually wrapped items please (6 cookies per package). 

*Gluten Free options are always appreciated too* 

 

Please sign up here: 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54705474-

basket#/ 

https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FR6Yq52sGeNK6wnbr8%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0y4hIjiEfBLweIGYMzolrGi4WgGgrVqMZxHl0xLmgLAYs-fkajrVMC5oQ_aem_eMvxT2w1HTR66x5C3njy7A&h=AT2XSunhSynuVaK7ENB-z6Bc0pDkJFN5D2mV7-T8JmMiXPhsgBOkFGgg6PgEsc5zdo
https://l.facebook.com/l.php?u=https%3A%2F%2Fforms.gle%2FR6Yq52sGeNK6wnbr8%3Ffbclid%3DIwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAAR0y4hIjiEfBLweIGYMzolrGi4WgGgrVqMZxHl0xLmgLAYs-fkajrVMC5oQ_aem_eMvxT2w1HTR66x5C3njy7A&h=AT2XSunhSynuVaK7ENB-z6Bc0pDkJFN5D2mV7-T8JmMiXPhsgBOkFGgg6PgEsc5zdo
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54705474-basket#/
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-54705474-basket#/
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From the Financial Leadership Team 

 

Dear Fellow Congregants of Union UCC, 

On behalf of the leadership and ministry teams, we want to extend our heartfelt thanks to each and every 
one of you for your unwavering commitment, generosity, and faith. We are truly blessed to be a part of a 
vibrant and caring community, one that continues to serve and uplift those in need, both near and far. 

 

Through your contributions, prayers, and hands-on involvement, our church can make a tangible difference 
in the lives of many. Whether we are packing meals for Feed My Starving Children, supporting the Northern 
Lehigh Food Bank, providing shelter and support through Family Promise, or nurturing the spiritual growth 
of our children through Vacation Bible School and Sunday School, our collective efforts reflect the love of 
Christ and the call to serve one another. You are all making a difference! 

 

We are so proud of all that we have accomplished together, and we are grateful for your continued  

dedication to living out our mission. By engaging in these ministries and others, we remain Relevant, En-

gaged, and Growing, and we do so in service to our Lord, Jesus Christ. You are helping to build a legacy of 

faith, compassion, and outreach that strengthens our community and spreads the Gospel. 
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The last month has been full of snow and special days here at the  
preschool! We held parent/teacher conferences, lunch bunch for both 
the 4’s and PreK, and celebrated Valentine’s Day! The 
students showed such kindness to their classmates by 
bringing cards and gifts to share and each student got to 
pass out their items to their friends. Our preschool  
families went above and beyond with the students’ Val-

entine boxes. They were AMAZING! The students have been exploring different habi-
tats through art, stories, and play. The classes are specifically learning about Arctic 
animals, land animals, and ocean animals this month. Miss Broadhead transformed 
part of our dramatic play area into a pet shelter! The students had fun examining 
their animals with Veterinary tools and giving them medical care! They encouraged visitors to learn about their animals 
by sharing books about different kinds of pets. The children demonstrated how to be great volunteers by caring for their 
animals; feeding and loving them, and even taking them for walks and grooming them! We had our first official indoor 
gym days, which were a ton of fun! A huge thank you to “Mr. Ori” for always helping us transform the church spaces for 
our crazy ideas! The Three-Year-Old Preschool students pretended to be polar bears by wearing slipper socks on the 
slippery floor of Memorial Hall. They observed how the grips on the bottom of the slipper socks mimic paws and allow 
some animals to have better traction on icy or slick surfaces! And of course, they had fun sliding around in their regular 
socks! The students also played basketball, did some tumbling on our gym mats, used hula hoops, and crawled through 
our pop-up tunnels! Enrollment for the 2024-2025 school year began with an Informational Open House on February 
10th! We were happy to meet so many new friends that night! We are excited to welcome back some families that we 
haven’t seen in a few years, as well as many families referred to us by past students and community members. Thank 

you so much for sharing our school with your friends and neighbors! We truly 
appreciate your support! We will continue to take applications until our  

classes are full. We have already filled one  
Three-Year-Old Preschool Class and one  
Four-Year-Old Preschool Class! If you, your family, 
or your friends are interested in enrolling a child 
and would like more information please email us 
preschool@unionucc.org or call the preschool 
office at 610-767-5327  
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.  

 

Carolyn M. George passed on Wednesday, January 22, 2025.  

Services were held on January 29, 2025 in the Heintzelman Funeral Home. 

 

Jean S. Wieand passed on January 29, 2025. Services were held on February 4, 

2025 at Union UCC. 

 
 

 
Attention all Scouts! 

We would love to include you in  
worship and recognize your work as 
a Scout. You can part of any troop 

in order to participate in Scout  
Sundays this year. Mark your  

calendars and let Pastor Kris know 
if you are interested. 

 

March 9th Girl Scout Sunday 



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday,  
March 30, 2025 and May 18, 2025.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign 
up by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administra-
tor@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2024 -$4,682.00 $29,197.00 $24,515.00 

Income $331,162.00 $52,173.00 $383,335.00 

Expenses $242,240.00 $55,454.00 $297,694.00 

1-31-2025 $84,240.00 $25,916.00 $110,156.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

