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Join your church family on Sunday August 11, 2023 after 

10:30am worship in the grove for a time of food, fun, and 

fellowship. 

Hot dogs, turkey barbecue, snacks and beverages will be 

provided by the Fellowship Committee. Gluten free and 

vegetarian options available. 

Bring your favorite side dish or dessert to share! 

Donations of cakes, cake mixes, cantaloupes, watermelons, and anything you feel is  

appropriate for the Cake Walk will be gratefully received.  

(Please label the item for the Cake Walk.)  

Also remember prizes for BINGO! 
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Adult Faith Formation Classes with Pastor Kris     

 

 

Watch for new dates in the Fall!  

                 

Note:  In addition to these gatherings there is an adult group that meets on God First  

Wednesdays on the first Wednesday of the month. The night starts with supper (you can join or 

skip) at 5:30 with small groups starting at 6:30-7:30pm.  See more detailed post.  
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From the Property Committee 

        Summer is here, enjoy the sunshine, enjoy the warm weather, enjoy the coolness of our 

church sanctuary on Sunday Mornings, enjoy the outdoors with a visit to our church grove all 

summer long. 

        Sunday services are held at 10:30 during the summer, either in the cool sanctuary, or the 

beautiful church grove as listed.   Come and join your church family for worship and fellow-

ship every Sunday all summer long. 

        Mark your calendars for fun outdoor events in the grove this summer: the annual Church 

picnic, Blues Nite Out, and the BBQ Bash.   Bring your family, friends and neighbors to our 

church grove to experience fun, food and fellowship, and make new memories. 

        Experiencing life with family and friends is COOL.  Experiencing life at church and being 

part of a church family is super COOL.  Come join us. 

Mission Thanks 
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Summer Grove Hang-Outs 

6pm-8pm 

All Youth (6th thru 12th grade) are invited to join us for a fun hang-

out in the grove this summer! If it rains we’ll move to the youth 

room. 

Snacks and beverages provided! 

Friends are invited!  

Dates: 

July 9 

July 23 

Make sure you’re getting all of the Youth Group emails! Sometimes 

things change, gatherings are added, and information needs to be 

shared!  

Let Pastor Kayli know if you need to be added!  

Who Doesn’t love Sundaes and Movies?!?! 

Joins us as we take some time to cool 

down from the summer heat!  

August 17, 2024 

6:00pm—9:00pm 

Bring your friends and your favor-

ite sundae topping  

(just in case Pastor Kayli & Deana 

forget) 

Movie: TBD 

Pastor Kayli will be on sabbatical 

from July 1 thru July 28 (back in 

office July 29)! She knows you’re 

in good hands with all the adults 

who will help with hang-outs! If 

you need her, please text her 

and she’ll respond when she 

best can! She’ll miss all of you! 

Have a great summer!!! 
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Monday, June 17, 2024, Consistory Actions: 

 

      These notes reflect items that needed action and approval by Consistory. Standing and 

routine items are reported by Committees and Staff throughout the newsletter.  A complete 

copy of  the Consistory minutes can be found in the church office. 

 

       Requested approvals:  

 

• Request from FLT for funds from FOLG for OCWM, Northern Lehigh Food Bank and Trunk or 

Treat/Lights in the Grove    
 

 All of the above were approved unanimously. 

Calling All 8th Graders 

The time has come! We will be forming our 2024-2025 

Confirmation Class  beginning in July and August. Every 

student entering 8th grade should/will receive a letter in 

the mail in early August with all the confirmation 

information! 

Keep your eyes peeled on the mail!  
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 

2024 Summer Conference Meeting 

As has been lifted up, all four PA UCC Conferences gathered for a joint Spring meeting  

June 7-9, 2024, to hear & ask questions about the possibility and recommendation that we all 

join as one Conference, the Keystone Conference.  This meeting is leading up to the all-

Conference vote, on November 9, 2024, regarding the merger.  Pastor Kris, Doug Brace, Bill and 

Janice Metzger were all in attendance for the weekend  
 

It was a positive weekend with a lot of time to hear the four Conference Ministers and members 

of the Keystone Working Group share their work of discernment over the past two years, the 

‘why’ that “Together we are Stronger” and the excitement of joining as one Conference.  

There was also plenty of time for people to ask questions or raise concerns about the process 

and/or the merger.  Of all the questions/concerns which were raised, I did not hear any that 

had either not been thought of and addressed already, or was in the works to be addressed 

between now and the vote in November.  A 67-page booklet was developed for the meeting 

with an abundance of information regarding the process, the why, the recommendation to 

become one, and the motion which will go to General Synod in 2025 if the November vote is 

positive.  There is too much information to do it justice here, but I urge you to go to 

www.psec.org/keystone/, scroll down to find RESOURCES and click on the link for the Delegate 

Book to find all of the above mentioned documents. 
 

In addition to the joint meetings, each Conference had a time for their own business meeting 

as well.  I especially want to lift up that Union UCC was recognized, within the PNEC, as one of 
(5) churches that gave over $10,000 to OCWM, one of (30) churches that participate in the (5) 

for (5) offerings and one of (12) ONA churches!  Way to go Union!!  The financials are not where 

we would like them to be, but that is not new and is true for each of the PA Conferences.  Just 

one of the reasons why ‘Together we are Stronger’. 
 

If you have any general Conference questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice 

Metzger, at jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  As your 

PNEC Ambassador, I want to help Union members feel more connected to the Conference 

and the wider church. 

 

http://www.psec.org/keystone/
mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com


PAGE 10 



PAGE 11 

Because of YOU our church changes lives…. 

Here are some of the ways you can share your financial generosity at 

Union.  

 

• ELECTRONIC GIVING  https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home 

Choose an ongoing regular donation or a  single donation with your 

credit or debit card.  (Help us with fees if you can.) 
 

• Venmo @unionuccneffs  Make a donation or pay for a fundraiser 

or event. Complete “What’s this for?” 
 

• Mobile Giving Vanco Mobile Faith Engagement app 
 

• Cash or checks (to “Union UCC”) Place in the offering plate with a 

member offering envelope or guest envelope (in the seat racks) or 

drop in the mail if you’re not in person. 
 

Contact John Harting (610-799-2508) or Don Penrod (610-972-8719) 

or Pastor Kris if you have questions or if you’d like to learn more 

about other giving options or legacy gifts to Union.  

Vanco 

Venmo 

Vanco Mobile 

https://secure.myvanco.com/L-Z51X/home
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Pastor Carrie’s Corner 
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New Members from Pastor Kris              

      New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a  

variety of interests, passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a 

long time and are still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us  

formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away this is your place.   

       In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this  

conversation.   

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form (attached or use the 

link) and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can 

then welcome you as a new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 

chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love 

to serve God here. 
                 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, October 20th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall 

where coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, October 27th at 8am or 10:30am 

worship. We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more  

information about us, and ask your questions.  

                 

To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/

viewform  Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

                 

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 

Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me 

anytime.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.   
 

Contributions to Union UCC Memorial Fund in Memory of Ruth Ann 

Purner by Barbara Panner, Bill, Kathy & Sarah Ochs, Lynn &  

Charlotte Snyder, Deborah Searfoss, Elaine Knauss, Doreen Cantalini 

 

Contributions to Union UCC Pre-School (in Memory of Amelia) in Memory of Mark 

Maletsky by Luther & Martha Lutz, Susan Giralico, Cheryl Nagle, Candace Nagle, 

Daniel & Kathleen Fetherolf, Keith & Janice Kerrigan, Debra Ann Ross 

 

Save the Date!   

Alathea is coming back to Union!  

Sunday, November 24th at 8am and 10:30am Worship  

 

 
 

 Mandee and Cristi are two of our favorite musicians, storytellers, and community  

builders. They have a gift for sharing their faith and God’s love in a way that is authentic and 

inspiring. The last time they were here they did a virtual concert for us in worship during the 

pandemic.  We are excited to have them back in person. They are joined by a new band 

member Calvin.     

 

 Their appearance is made possible by the Funds of Lasting Gifts and the Mattern Family 

Music Fund in the Funds of Lasting Gifts.  

 

www.alathea.com  

http://www.alathea.com


New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday, 
July 21, 2024 and September 22, 2024.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. 
Sign up by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administra-
tor@unionucc.org.  The pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2023 ($4,682.00) $39,850.00 $35,168.00 

Income $463,065.00 48,851.00 $511,916.00 

Expenses $454,559.00 $64,266.00 $518,825.00 

5-31-2024 $3,824.00 $24,435.00 $28,259.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

