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December Worship 

 

December 1st  -  
1st Sunday of Advent and Holy  

Communion 

 
December 8th, 15th, and 22nd  

Advent and Christmas Music 

 
December 22nd  

Additional Special  

Music and Chimes 
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Adult Faith Formation  

Classes with Pastor Kris and 
Pastor Carrie     

 
  Fridays from 9:30 to 11am 

Nov 1, 8, 15, and 22 
 

Sundays from 9:15 to 10:15am 
Nov 3, 10, 17, and 24 

  
The Many Faces of God by our 

own member Matt Gerry 
(Michael Sheridan).  

Have you wondered how God 
reveals His presence to 

you?  Have you wondered how 
He can create and love so 

many people without losing 
track of a single one?  Have 
you worried that God may  

never appear to you in your 
life or that you might not  

recognize him if he did? Matt 
shares how God shaped his 

life, taught him valuable  
lesson, and made him feel 

loved – through the people he 
met. You will then come to  

recognize how God has been 
there for you in your life –  

shaping, teaching, and loving 
you. 

  
                

Note:  In addition to these 
gatherings there is an adult 

group that meets on God First 
Wednesdays on the first 

Wednesday of the month and 
also every Wednesday of the 
month. God First starts with  

supper (you can join or skip) at 
5:30 with small groups starting 

at 6:00-7:30pm.  See more  
detailed info. 

Here is Union UCC’s logo! 

Thank you to Nicole Pickens of Resonant Word for your 

creative work and design. 

Thank you to our Marketing Team for leading us through 

the process: Brynn Buskirk, Marianne Kitzmiller, Don 

Penrod, and Pastor Kris (and the LPT/Consistory). 
Thank you Funds of Lasting Gifts for funding this effort. 

 
The Union UCC logo development was informed by how 

members and leadership understand the church’s identity, history, context, values, 
and goals, via interviews, a survey, and a site visit. Of particular  significance were the 

terms “Relevant, Engaged, and Growing.” Almost all survey respondents said being 
part of the United Church of Christ denomination is important to them. To subtly  

invoke UCC identity, the font and most of the color palette utilizes elements from the 
UCC brand standards. Additionally, the rainbow of colors suggests diversity/inclusion, 

as well as vibrant life. The primary symbol in the logo design is a tree with rainbow 
leaves. The tree suggests the church’s growing nature, as well as providing a  

connection to the church’s physical setting, especially the Grove. The “i” in Union 
forms the trunk of the tree, and its shape suggests a person with arms outstretched 

in praise and joy as well as welcome.  
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Holy Grounds Coffee Hour 
 on Sundays 

 
Enjoy some coffee, tea, juice, hot 
chocolate, and snacks on Sundays 

in Memorial Hall  
after both worship services.  

 
 

Upcoming hosts include:   
 
 

Nov 3 Mission Committee  

Nov 10 Consistory  

Nov 17 Financial Leadership Team  

Nov 24 Sunday Staff  

 

Laura Kohler and Richard Kolecki  
married on 10/5/2024 

 

Sarah Cherry and Kyle Keelan married 
on 10/12/2024 
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From the Mission Committee 

       Happy Fall to everyone, the leaves are changing colors, cooler temperatures are here, daylight hours 
are getting shorter.   Yes, Fall is here, and Winter is around the corner, but we will not discuss that season yet. 
      

  Union UCC has a large property, and with a large property comes lots of maintenance and some surprise  
repairs.   Nothing major to report on, just a bunch of recent repairs, which include: fixing leaking toilets,  
installing a new water meter, replacing lights in the stair tower, repairs to the emergency generator, replacing 
emergency light bulbs, programming work by Protect Alarms, adding heat and water sensors for preventive 
care, replace light fixtures and more. 
 

       Minor maintenance and repairs to our property are all necessary to keep our building in good shape for our 
staff, members, and guests who enter our doors on a daily basis.  Your financial support to the church is greatly 
appreciated to help maintain our property.   A big thank you to the Funds Of Lasting Gifts endowment fund for 
providing funds for the many property upgrades and repairs, as they are needed, throughout the year. 
 

      Another recent property project was an upgrade to the wi-fi system to the basement area of the 
church.   Selig Electric installed new outlets and wi-fi jacks in Rooms 2, 4 & 5 and ran new cables from each 
room back to the main electrical closet in the youth room.  Jeff Herbine installed all of the electronics needed 
to make this major improvement to the wi-fi system in the basement, which will be a big help to the 
Family Promise families and other people who use the basement rooms.  Thank you Jeff and Selig 
Electric for performing this task in a timely manner. 
    

   Well, that’s it for now, enjoy the fall season and Happy Thanksgiving.  
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November 2024 Edition 

Pastor Kayli (pastorkayli@unionucc.org) 

Youth Group “Friends-Giving” 

All  youth are invited to join us for a belly-filling, laughter having, 

friendship building gathering. Pastor Kayli will provide the main and 

the pie...you bring your favorite Thanksgiving side-dish 

Date: November 23, 2024 

Time: 6pm-8pm 

RSVP by November 20, 2024 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/60B0F48AEAD2BA2FE3-52279307-youth 

November Together Opportunities 

High School Happy Hour:  

November 3 (11:30am-12:30pm) 

November 17 (11:30am-12:30pm) 

 

Open Sunday School: 

November 10 (9:15am-10:15am) 

November 24 (9:15-10:15am) 

 

*All gatherings in the Youth Room* 

SAVE THE DATE 

Y.A.T. Christmas Extravaganza Lunch 

December 22, 2024 

11:30am-1:00pm 

More Information To Come!  

LIGHTS IN THE GROVE 

DECEMBER 7, 2024 

1PM-3PM 

Join us for this annual event in our 

beautiful grove! Lights, snacks, crafts, 

and more!  
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PNEC Ambassador Corner 
 

Keystone Conference?? 
 

The vote by all four PA Conferences to become one Conference, the Keystone Conference, will take place at the 
Fall meetings of all four Conferences on Saturday, November 9th.  All Conferences will vote at the same time on 
the same day with results to be known as soon as they are tallied.  Tune in following the 9th of November to find 
out the results!  TOGETHER WE ARE STRONGER!! 
 

If you have any general Conference questions, please feel free to reach out to me, Janice Metzger, at 
jemrenaissinc@aol.com & please put Union Ambassador in the subject line.  As your PNEC Ambassador, I want 
to help Union members feel more connected to the Conference and the wider church. 
 
Way to go, Union UCC!!  Keep it up! 

mailto:jemrenaissinc@aol.com
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Here’s a paper copy you can hand to a pastor or mail to the church office. 

Descriptions are at  https://www.unionucc.org/ministries-committees/ 

Name: 

Email: 

Phone: 

Which Committees or groups are you interested in? 

(Circle all that apply) 

Consistory 

Christian Education 

Welcoming 

Fellowship 

Worship 

Financial Leadership Team 

Mission 

Property and Maintenance 

Helping Hearts/Communion Ministers 

Youth Group 

Children's Ministry 

Choirs and Worship Music 

Which volunteer opportunities are you  

interested in? (Circle all that apply) 

Organizing the effort to sell Union UCC merchandise like 

shirts, hats, mugs, and pens. 
 

Donating a baked good to a church event. 
 

Newsletter Assembly (weekday) 
 

Staying in touch/visiting with those who have health  

challenges or are unable to attend worship. 
 

Volunteering at a grove event with set up, food serving, 

ticket sales, clean up. 
 

Family Promise Volunteer - meals, hosting supper,  

overnight. 
 

Or you have another idea? 

      2025 Offering Envelope packets 
 

       Envelope packets for 2025 will be ready for pick up starting Sunday Nov 17 . Please pick up your packets in Memorial 

Hall, along with those of family members, neighbors or friends.   The more envelope packets picked up, the more we save 
on postage costs.  Memorial Hall will be open every Sunday in November and December, and the Christmas Eve dates, 
        

       Please do not use the new envelopes until 2025, everyone gets new numbers each year.   Members who use the  
e-giving program do not receive envelope packets. 
 

       Thank you for your continued financial support to the church by dropping your envelope in the collection plates on  
Sundays or mailing in your envelopes to the church office. Your financial support is greatly appreciated to continue the 
many and varied missions and ministries of Union UCC. 
         The Financial Leadership Team  
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Want To Help? 

The Basket Social steering committee is 

looking for folks who want to help make 

this the best event possible! Join us for our 

upcoming planning meetings: 

November 10, 2024 (11:30am, Room 5 ) 

December 8, 2024 (11:30am, Youth Room, 

rm 15) 

 
Want to help but can’t attend?  

Reach out to Maria Beltz 

(wesmar92@icloud.com) or  

Debbie Romig (dromig180@gmail.com) 

STAFF CHRISTMAS GIFTS 
 In the tradition of giving gifts to friends and 

loved ones, our church has traditionally  
expressed our love and appreciation for our 

hard-working pastors and staff by  
presenting each with a monetary gift.  

 
If you’d like to share in this gift, please send a 

check payable to Donna Christman at  
5820 PA Rte 873, Slatington, PA 18080 and 

mail to her at no later than  
Sunday, Dec 17.  

 
You may also place it in the Church and  

Ministry mailbox near the church office. Any 
questions, email Donna at 

dec12221@hotmail.com. Thank you. 
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Monday, October 21, 2024, Consistory Actions: 

      These notes reflect items that needed action and approval by Consistory. Standing and routine items are  
reported by Committees and Staff throughout the newsletter.  A complete copy of  the Consistory minutes can be 
found in the church office. 

       Requested approvals:  

•        Request from Property for funds from FOLG for a new generator voltage regulator for emergency lighting 
and a request for a 2025 project of replacing (9) old windows in Room 100 and the nursery.  For this project 
funds are requested from FOLG to order the windows in 2024. 

•     Request from Christian Ed for funds from the Semmel Fund for curriculum, VBS, and various supplies 

•     Request from Church and Ministry for vacations - Pastor Kayli from 11/25 to 12/2 and Pastor Kris from 
12/25 to 1/8 and also 3/10 to 3/17, although this will be flexible depending on the arrival of her grandbaby! 

•     Request from FLT for funds from the Mattern Humanitarian Fund for UCC Hurricane Relief and from the 
Mattern Music Fund for the November Festival Choir and Christmas Eve music 

 The above requests were approved unanimously. 



 

 

PAGE 12 

 

I recently came across a quote from the The Auduobon Nature Preschool that 

said “Children are born naturalists. They explore the world with all of their 

senses, experiment in the environment, and communicate their discoveries to 

those around them.” And we really have been seeing that with our students 

this month! All three age groups have been busy playing in our beautiful 

Grove! They have been observing and documenting the changes they are  

seeing as the weather changes and we transition into Fall. The children have been noticing and exploring 

the new colorful leaves that fall on our playground this time of year. They have been busy little squirrels,  

collecting, piling, and sometimes even ‘selling’ acorns! While the students are experiencing all of the changes Fall 

brings, they are also busy running, jumping, and climbing! This is giving them the wonderful opportunity to  

discover the changes that they are making in themselves as well! Already, we have seen some of our students 

becoming more open to trying new gross motor activities and become able to accomplish things they weren’t 

able to just a month ago. Our staff feels very fortunate to have the Grove to aid in our students’ development.  

Along with that we would like to give a tremendous thank you to Sharon Maletsky and her entire family. We 

had the privilege of teaching two of Sharon’s grandchildren several years ago! Sharon has generously made  

donations to our preschool in honor of her granddaughter, Amelia and her husband Mark. With those donations 

we were able to purchase a fantastic piece of playground equipment that the children absolutely love. If you are 

able, please notice the adorable caterpillar that has found a home on our playground. The students are not only  

learning to use their bodies in new ways, but also their imaginations. They have come up with some really cute 

and funny play scenarios that include riding our giant caterpillar! Again, a huge thank you to Sharon! We  

appreciate you and your support of our program!  

This past month we had a great time mini golfing and enjoying ice cream treats at Rolling Hills Recreation. We 

had a fantastic turnout for our family meet and greet night! The teachers and I had a great time getting to know 

the students and families better. We have so many parent and family evets coming up in the coming weeks! Both 

the Three and Four-Year-Old Preschool classes have pumpkin patch field trips coming up. On the 17th, the 

“Threes” are going to be visiting Valley Fruits and Veggies. They always have a fantastic program and the students 

have a great time. We have added a farm field trip for the “Fours” this year as well! We will be visiting Unangst 

Farm for the first time as a school on Oct. 30th. Unangst has a petting zoo in addition to their pumpkin curriculum 

that fits in perfectly with our ‘land animal’ standards. Also, at the end of the month, our students will be Trick-or-

Treating around the Grove! They will have a little parade in their costumes, get treats from parent, staff, and 

school board volunteers, and have an adorable Halloween performance to top it all off! Lastly, our Mid-month, 

families will join us for a fun Open House where they have an opportunity to check out art work, learn more 

about our curriculum and sign-up for parent-teacher conferences.  

We have a few spots available in our 3 and 4 year old classes and are still accepting registrations for this 

school year until the end of Dec. Please feel free to contact me, Rebekah Millroy- Director, at 610-767- 5327 or 

Preschool@unionucc.org  

 

 

Weis 4 Schools FUNDRAISER Do you shop at Weis? You can help the preschool earn funds 

EVERY time you shop simply by signing up and linking your rewards card.  Register your Weis 

Rewards card online at weis4school.com Please share this information with your friends and 

family. The more interest and enthusiasm we generate, the greater the benefits to our 

school. Thank you for your support.  



PAGE 13 

Christmas Mission Offerings. 
      This year the Christmas Mission Offerings will be divided to Phoebe Home and Phoebe Ministries in Allentown and  
Disaster Relief through PNEC. Please support these two mission organizations by using the Christmas Mission Offering  
envelope in your envelope packet, or blank envelope marked - Christmas Mission, or electronically. Thank you, the Mission 
Committee. 
 
Phoebe Home & Phoebe Ministries 
      Phoebe Ministries provides faith-based communities and services for senior living, including independent apartments, 
personal care, skilled nursing, memory support services, short-term rehab, and geriatric care management.  
      Phoebe Terrace features retirement living in various apartment styles from efficiencies to two bedroom suites. Phoebe 
Apartments offers low-cost housing to independent seniors who meet federally established age and income guide-
lines.  Phoebe Home offers skilled and intermediate nursing care.   
      Phoebe’s short-term rehab services are of the highest caliber, specializing in the unique needs of the aging  
population.  The Connecting Hearts program offers individualized care plans that reflect clients’ needs and wishes, emphasiz-
ing remaining at home and staying independent. 
      Union UCC has a long history of supporting Phoebe Home in Allentown and the overall mission of Phoebe Ministries. 
 
Disaster Relief through Penn Northeast Conference (PNEC) 
         Hurricanes, tornadoes, fires, earthquakes, flooding, blizzards, and explosions are some examples of disasters, some  
minor, some major. No matter where a disaster happens, no matter when a disaster happens, no matter who is involved in 
the disaster, there are mission agencies around the world ready to HELP.   
      Union UCC has supported many mission agencies over the decades who specialize in being prepared to HELP when a  
disaster strikes. Examples are - Church World Services (Blanket Sunday & Hygiene Kits), World Central Kitchen, and The Red 
Cross. 
      Union UCC also regularly provides financial support to the Disaster Relief program through the Penn Northeast  
Conference. These donations are provided to communities and families in need after a disaster strikes.  Current donations 
will be going to help families whose lives were disrupted from the recent hurricanes in the South. 
       Please HELP by Sharing God’s Love to the World.  
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New Members from Pastor Kris              

      New members come to us with a variety of faith experiences and backgrounds as well as a  

variety of interests, passions, and schedules. Maybe you have been visiting us or other churches for a 

long time and are still wondering if this is a fit or the right time to make a commitment to join us  

formally. Or maybe you visited here a few times and knew right away this is your place.   

       In our effort to honor this diversity, we’d like to offer you a few options of continuing this  

conversation.   

1. You can join as a member at any time. Complete the information form (attached or use the 

link) and return it to the office or to me. Reach out to me to schedule a time to meet. We can 

then welcome you as a new member on whatever Sunday you choose at your convenience. 

2. The other option (or in addition to the first option) is to attend a new member gathering. This is a 

chance to meet with me and with other members and hear why they love their church and love 

to serve God here. 
                 

Our next gathering for new members is on Sunday, February 16th at 11:30-12:30 in Memorial Hall 

where coffee hour is. You would be received in church on Sunday, February 23rd at 8am or 10:30am 

worship. We hope both options will give you a chance to meet some new friends, get some more  

information about us, and ask your questions.  

                 

To let us know you are interested, please complete this information form by using this link:  https://

docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/

viewform  Or you can contact the office for a paper copy.  

                 

We want to do whatever we can to support you in your spiritual journey here and in the community. 

Please let me know where you are in your discernment and how I can support you. Call or email me 

anytime.   

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSeXM2pHU6Pnwd020Rpm-o8BV6-eWUoxPe2fxpZnBawImYeZ-g/viewform
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Union UCC Staff 

Rev. Kris P. Snyder 
Senior Pastor 
Cell Phone: 610-657-6007 
pastorkris@unionucc.org 
 
Rev. Kayli Freeman 
Associate Pastor 
pastorkayli@unionucc.org  
 
Carrie Beleno 
Pastor of Visitation 
vispastor@unionucc.org 
 
Tiffany Lakatosh 
Faith Formation Minister for  
Children & Families 
dired@unionucc.org 
 

Marissa Haney 
Church Administrator 
administrator@unionucc.org 
 
 
Blake Hoppes 
Minister of Music 
Blake.charger@gmail.com 
 
 
Ori Handwerk 
Facility Caretaker  
Caretaker@unionucc.org 
 
Barbara Carinci  
Financial Manager 
financialmanager@unionucc.org 

Church Telephone  
Extension  Directory  

610-767-6961 
 
Pastor Kris ext.  24 
Pastor Kayli ext.  25 
Marissa Haney      ext.  21 
Tiffany Lakatosh  ext.  27 
Barbara Carinci ext.  32 
Music Office ext.  26 

Church Office: 
610-767-6961 
Fax: 610-767-7128 
 
PO Box 66,  
5550 Route 873 
Neffs PA 18065-0066 
www.unionucc.org 
 
Preschool Office: 
610-767-5327 
prechool@unionucc.org 
Director: Annette Wilcox 

www.facebook.com/unionneffs 

Our blessings and prayers go to the friends and families of those 

who have passed.  
 

Patricia Frantz passed on September 16, 2024. A private service was 

held October 30, 2024.  
 

Roma Handwerk passed on October 12, 2024 Services were held on October 22, 

2024 at Union UCC.   

 



New Member Sessions  We encourage you to make a deeper commitment to your faith by joining us as a 
member. Contact Pastor Kris PastorKris@unionucc.org  to sign up.   See page 14 for more information.  
 
Dual Member Status Dual membership is available to people who wish to join our church but who want to  
also maintain membership at another church. Dual members will have the same rights and duties as a  
member. According to our Constitution members are required to commune and donate yearly. We look  
forward to continuing to welcome new members into the Christian journey with our faith family here at Union 
UCC.  
 
Baptism We offer baptisms during worship at the 10:30 service every other month. Our next dates are Sunday,  
January 12 and March 30, 2025.  There is a pre-baptism zoom session with a pastor the week before. Sign up 
by calling the church office at 610-767-6961 or emailing Marissa Haney at  administrator@unionucc.org.  The 
pastors will work with you if the scheduled dates are a conflict.  
 
Weddings To begin the process of scheduling your pre-marriage sessions and wedding at church/a venue and/
or with one of the pastors call the church office at 610-767-6961 or email Marissa Haney at administra-
tor@unionucc.org. 
 
There is information on our website, forms to complete are downloadable. More information on the site: 
http://www.unionucc.org/resources for New Member, Baptism, and Wedding forms.  
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Financial Report 
Fiscal 

Year 

Operating 
Fund 

Designated 
Funds 

Grand  

Total All 
Funds 

7-1-2024 -$4,682.00 $29,197.00 $24,515.00 

Income $79,304.00 $3,437.00 $82,741.00 

Expenses $74,017.00 $6,796.00 $80,813.00 

8-31-2024 $605.00 $25,838.00 $26,443.00 

Designated Funds category includes offerings for NIN,  

Mother’s Day, OGHS, Lenten, Advent, Improvement Fund,  

Flowers, Directory, Bulletins, Phoebe Campaign, & special gifts. 

Donate, Recycle and Help Your Church 
As you are cleaning out closets and cabinets be sure 

to keep Union UCC in mind. Bring your donations at 
any time to the bin in our grove. The church receives a 
certain amount of money for each pound that is  
donated.  Items that are usable are resold or  
recycled.  You are also helping to save the amount of 
things that end up in a landfill by donating your items 
this way. Recycle Local’s goal is to help agencies have 
0% waste.  

Items accepted include:  clean and dry clothing, 
shoes, sneakers, belts, purses, blankets, sheets, 
towels, drapes, pillow cases and stuffed animals. 
Place all items in plastic bags.  NO furniture, rags,  
pillows, toys, or household goods.  

This is one more way to give and support the  
mission and ministry of God’s church at Union 
UCC.  Thank you.  

Room or Hall Use for Members  Members are now able to reserve the use of rooms 
in the church again. Contact Marissa in the office to see if your date is available, to 
complete the necessary forms, to learn the guidelines and process, and to pay the 
fees. One time use fees are $60 plus a $25 cleaning fee. We do not offer room use to 
non-members.  

mailto:PastorKris@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org
mailto:administrator@unionucc.org

